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The European influonce is the principcl factor in American Greatness, But this grectness could not 
be realized without a modification of this influence to meet the hardships ond opportunities of 2 new lands 
Settlers in fosthews areas partly solved the problem by establishing themselves in Ancrican clinate like 
those from which they cone; for excnple, the English in Pennsylvenia and the Germans in Wisconsin, The 
settlers of the South, on the other hand, were forced to face the problens of < subtropical clinate. Boe 
couse of this the sufferings of the early Southerners were great, The nortclity rate onong the Virginicns 
wos cs high as 75 per cent. "Tho low and marshy ground, the hot sun, tho unvholesone drinking water," says 
a Virginic Bese » “combined to produce cn unending epidenic of dysentery and malaria," Henry Cabot 
Lodge, who loved not the South, asserts that husbends in Colonial South Cerolina died earlier than their 
wives because the wonen "contented thonselves with the brackish water of the coast" while the men "Jed a 
rather wild end dissipated life, and drank deeply" in a malertal wae 

Adjustments were nade to the Southern climate, Among those adjustments wore the use of quinine cnd 
the building cf houses on hills os protections ogcinst malaria, In the South people of the North European 
race lived ond multiplied for throe hundred yecrs. "Not elsewhere in the world over," writes o auc 
"have Englishmen duelt continuously in lerge numbers under senitropical conditions for cs much cs three 
generations."' Southcrnors did this while neintaining tue English way of life to cs great a degree as any 
group of Anericans, 

The Southornors' problen of modifying European habits to fit the New World was followed by another 
problen of like nature, It was to cdopt benefits derived from the booming civilization of tho northern 
helf of the United States without abandoning progress in making adjustments to the demands of Southern 
climate end history, While winning its cultural and social independence from Ingicnd, the region below 
tho Potomac had to struggle agcinst the tendency to bocone a colonial dependency of the North, Northern 
customs wore in many respects more alluring than those of tho nother country. Engicnd represented pest 
gloricss the rogion above the Potomac reprosented progress; a level of material wealth, comfort ond deno= 
cratic idealism greater then anywhere in Burope. The South, fulfilling its role as aon integral part of a 
greot nation, achieved mich progress through initating the Nortne It learned to use Northern machines, 
Northern literature, art ond education, and Northern politigal reforms, This initation ot times wos indis- 
erininate and umzise, But the pull forward of the Yonkce spirit was no nore successful in destroying the 


Southern qualities then was the pull beckvard of the mother country in preventing Southern qualities fron 
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evolving. There is, said Donald Davidson in 1938, the reality of regionelism acknowledged in the vocebulery 
of the people 1f not in the solemn documentations of statesnen, 

The American devotion to centralization, Davidson edds ae has not stirred the mountains from their 
bases, unchannelied the rivers, or removed the plains, the lekes the climate itself, The geographical diver. 
sity which these factors create divider Amerdoa into a variety of sections of which the South is the most 
distinct. In the region below the Potomac, winter is neither long nor very cold; in summer for fifty aftere 
noons the temperature climbs to ninety degrees in the shade; throughout the year there is greater humidity, 
more sunshine, less wind then elsewhere in the United States, At certein seasons there are torrenticl rains, 
and along the Gulf of Mexico the growing season lasts nine months, 

These "imprints of sun, rain ond wind" exert gross os well os subtle eee Long hot secsons 
favored the crection of the kingdoms of tobacce, rice, suger and cotton, slowed the tempo of Mving and of 
speech, promoted outdoor life, modified architecture to make indoor living cooler, and cncourcged the employ 
ment of Negrocs on the lend, The poorer coils, when eroded and leached by heavy rains, gcvo white and black 
alike exouso for poverty and leisure, 

Geography coupled with the complications of socicl devolopment makes possible the recognition of dise 
tinotive fectures in Southern civilization. The dootrine of white supremacy, asserts the historian Ulrich 
B, Phillips . y 48 "the central theme” of Southern history, In tho prescnes of large masses of blecks, the 
vhite people developed « superior and uniquo attitude ‘yard the other race, This attitude, according to 
Phillips, 1s the essence of Southernism, To white supromacy Avery 0, Craven edds another explanction--the 
prevalence of the country-gentlenen ideol, a pattern of society borrowed from tho English, justified by the 
physiocratic philesophy of the French, cnd taking root naturally in the agricultural South. The poet John 
Crowe Ransom regards Southernism as the creationy by the men of the Old South, of the ideal of = conservative 
civilization which "put the surplus energy in the free life of the mind" and which gave scope to the ree 
finements of settled life in rural see By others, Southernism has been variously attributed to the 
fundamental piety of the people, their emphasis on home life, the peoulfarities of their food, the survival 
of rural woys evon in growing cities, a powerful nativism largely untouched within the post 175 years by 
inmigration, the survivel of tho Southern ‘type of lady and aa who are declared to bo "the only 
types of 'oomplete souls' that the United States has yet produced," 


All observers adnit that Southernism fs - reality too elusive to be explained in objective torms, 
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It is something like a song or cn emotion, more easily felt thon recorded, ‘'Poots have done better," ro~ 
warke Jomes G, Rendall ; » "in expressing the onenoss of the South thon historians in explaining it," One 
of the characters ‘In George W, Cable's John Marsh, dleiaas - speaks of "co certein ungeographicc] South 
withinethe-South-nas pertable and intengible as our scuis in our bedies," It is a sontimont so deeply folt 
thet it cannet be eer In exile in the iron New Englond dark, Quentin Compson is asked, "Why do you 
hate the South?" "T dontt hate 14," replicd this character in Willicm Faalimer's Absalom, Absalom! "Ty 
don't hate 44," he reponts. I den't hate it, he thinks; I dan*t I don't rate itt I dontt eae 

A wealth o® imaginative literature and factual scholarship hove described the Old Seuth as contrasted 
with the Qld North, Therc was the difference betveen the lends of Cavalier end of Puritan, of slavery ond 
freedom, of agriculture and of industry, of planter and of small farmer, of static contentment and of pro-~ 
gressive aspirations, Contemperarics were so avare of the sectional divergencies that they spoke of two 
nations as distinct as the English cnd the French with o Gongress at Washington, not to discuss common in- 


(12) 
terosts but to proclaim mutuel grievances, 


Beginning in the 1620's Southern leaders recognized the renlity of sectional divergencies by developing 
a social end politiecl philosophy, Slavery, the rogion's most distinctive institution, once regarded os on 
emborressing necessity, wos interproted <8 conferring positive good on al} elements of Southern society ine 
cluding the slaves. It wes justified by arguments dram from the Bible, Aristotle ond science, The relation 
between mester ond slave wes expleined as a bond mado in heaven along with thet of the human fomily, The 
pro-slavery argment vas so cunningly merged with dnovtenn idecls that servtnide appeared to be the very 
condition of demesrecy. Since the Negro was mado for manual Jcbor, white skin protected the individual who 
wes not o Slave against socicl degredation, The ideal state was thet of the slave master ond his ledy who 
found « mirror of their lives in the chivelrio society of the liddle Ages. 

The North through the tyranny of the majority “as adfudged guilty of attempting to 4mpose unbearablo 
hardships upon the minority section, These hardships were the protective tariff, the building of means of 
trensportation at Fodoral expense, the adop*ion of commorcicl strateglos through which Southern weelth went 
{inte Northern pockets, and the weakening of slavery through the harboring of fugitives, the keoping of 
slaves out of the western territories, and agitations for the ultimate abolition of the Institution, To 


protect themselves against these aggressive acts, the Southerners evolved State's Rights, This doctrine at 
f 
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first took the form of thrertened or actual nullification by the states of acts of the Federal government 
and the crontion of a system of concurrent majoritics through which the weaker section might veto the cots 
of the majority; when these devices failed, the Southerners csserted the right to withdraw from the Federal 
Union, ‘ 

The distinctiveness of the Old South is perhaps best illustrated by the lifs of its ruling class, 

This aristocracy achieved its position through agricultural endeavor cnd not through cormerce and industry 
as in the North, Its members lived in country seats well adapted to the environment, These houses vere 

not more than fifteen rooms, but were made imposing by rows of white colums as tell os the houses thomselws 
end by lovish surroundings, There were screens of sproading trees, borders of boxyood, cnd tangled masses 
of flowering ond sweet-smelling shrubs, High cedlings, heavily shaded porches and drofty fisdene woys gave 
comfort in the long summers, The life of the dvellers within approximated the feudel splendors of the Old 
Yorld, Tho plenters vere lords of all they surveyed, and they indulged in hunting, tournaments, militory 
drills, dinnors cnd other entertainments in the cavalier tradition, That their knightly pretentions were 
not unreal is proved by their participation in the Civil War. It was an adventure cs chivelric as cnything 
thet engaged the attention of Arthur and his Knights or of Charlemegne and his Roland, 

Another illustrction of the distinctiveness of ente-bellum culture was in religion. Historic Protest 
antism wes reduced to the consistencies of the Southern environment without sacrificing inherited fundamentals, 
Great religious revivols lifted the common poople out of frontier indifference to religion, Violent conver~ 
sions, vern:cular procchings, camp-meetings, circult-riders, and tho discipline of church schools wore do- 
signed to win and to hold Southerners of both races in the Christicn communions, The Southern mind, which 
et the beginning of the ninetcenth century hed been under the influonce of liberal deists, was captured for 
tho orthodoxics by cn aggressive group of theologians, Both church and state-controlled colleges were dedi« 
cated to the "old time roligion."' These changes prepcred tho way fore complete reconciliation between 
slevery ond the Southern churches, for the breaking of ties with the enti-slavery churches of the North, and 
for the use cmong the Negroos of the bondege of the soul cs o means of making more secure the bondage of the 
body, On Bibliccl grounds the Ethiopian wes declared to be the descendant of Hom, fatod to be the howor of 
wood and the drawer of water, He was endowed with a wide range of sacred song peoeindatng rich joys in 
heaven as componsation for the tribulations of this eorth, 

Historions in their efforts to explain the coming of the Civil ‘fcr over-omphasize the differonces be- 
tween the Old North and the 01d South, They forget that conflicts exn be expleined as easily in terms of 
likenesses as of differences, Perhaps the groct Americon war between the sections was cnothcr example of 
Grook meeting Greck, of Anglo-Saxon quarrolling with Anglo-Saxon with the scme idenls ond ambitions, The 
fight bogen in Kansas where two groups of Amcricans used tho controversy over slavery as an excuse for 
struggle to possoss the lands, Both sides in the controversy, with Anglo-Saxon shrewdness, whipped out 


Bibles and guns to justify their greed, 


~ 16. 


Tho society of the Old South, like thit of the Old North, was dynamic, impericlistic, and given to 
expansion both horizental end perpendiculer, Horizontal expansion for the Southerner meant frequent migroe 
tion weatverd; even the slave was not o peascnt in the sense of being tied to tho soll, Perpendicuiar 
expansion meant that humble men could rise to the top, It was possible, says cn historian of the Old South, 
for nen to mount -"from log cabin to plantation mension on a steirway of cotton bales, accumulating sleves cs 
they climbed," Y This wos possible because of the opportunities of an expanding society and because of 
the relative absence of class lines and class consciousness, The senso of superiority of 11 white men over 
the Negroes created a sense of brotherhood not unlike the Greek concept of democracy, In so far av white 
men were concerned, the Jofforsonian iden] of the equality of ton wes never abondoned, Universal white 
ereioa suffrage wes established in =21 the Southern states, ond in the persons of John Randolph, Williom 
L, Yancey , ond Albert G, Brown the Dixde domogoguo was nlmost cs Important as he was destined to be 4m the 
deys of Ben Tillmen cnd Theodore G, Bilbo, Educntion for a1] white childron wos progressively epplied, 
and to the Prussicn purpose of using the school to promote skills end socis] disciplina-was, without 
reluctance, added the American notion of the school as cn instrument for ironing out social tact 

Perhaps Abrohem Lincoln was correct in nssuming that no impesscble barrier could be erected betreen 
the sections, The Old South did not hve within itself the will or the resources for national self-expression, 
it had no political, economic or cultural cepitel, It was depandent upon the North for manufactured arti- 
clos, cloth made from its cotton, styles for its women’s clothes, the books and m-gazines it recd, cond the 
textbooks ond meny of the teachers of its schools. The Southern Literary Messenger said in 1854 thet 
Harpor's liagnzine had five times more subscribers south of the Potomac than did the Southern Literary Messen 
Ber. es Bitterly did such Southern writers as James D, B. De Bow ond Thomas P, Kettel complain of the 
high prices tho North was ~ble to charge for its goods, but the commercsiAl and ovltural conventions of tho 
185¢'s for the purpose of creoting regioncl cutenomy had scant success, Lincoln believed that the better 
netures of the Southern states wore cgainst their bid for nationslity, Tho fact that a national soul did 
not survive tho military defoat of 1865 makes one wonder if it ever had 2 full oxistenco, 

Tho Old South of the difforencos and contrasts onumerated was defeated nt Appomattox, In its piece 
wos orentod 2 New South in which human freedom wos achiovod and in which industrinlizetion cnd sectional 
roconciliction became espirctions, Tho South's contral problem since 1865, whothor political, industrial, 
or social, was to adjust its strndards to those of the victorious North, lLieny of theso adjustments havo been 
happy experionoes out of which Southern leadors and people have gained much, as rosults of wor and recone 


struction the South recognized the supromacy of the Union, free Negro labor, and the equality of all men 
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before tho lew, Leter the national ideals of business success ond industric) advence won victories over 
the egrardan tradition; and the New South demonstrated in practice the New England inspired concept of 
universal oducation, Inported libersl views of religion ond seience were zecepted by college-brod lenders; 
imported clcess alignnents and recreations activities altered social life; in deference to the eritical 
Standerds of metropolitan aroas, the South created « Utercture thet affronted its romentic pride; despite 
ec. peinful sensitivity, it sllowed the Negro to progress along lines consistent with Northern concepts of 
uplift; and with unrestrained patriotism, Southerners participated in the bettles of three national wars 
ond in the councils of three national cdministretions, Becouse of these concessions to Northern standards, 
there was indced some basis for the conclusion that by the 1930's the states of the formor Confederacy had 
so far receded from the sovtionclism of 1861 thet they were chout to become a mero segnent of < unified roe 
public, 

To justify this progression: ows. of an unhappy past there srose tvo groups of publicists, Tho first 
were the champions of the Now South Liovemont and the second were the Southern Liberals. Without ropudiating 
the heritage of the past, the first group demanded progross along lines of industrial development cnd liberal 
thinking, In the nome of o liberel tradition said to be 2s inherently Southern as Thomas Jefferson, tho 
second group assaulted religious orthodoxy, puritanisn, demogoguory, rural conservetism, and other azpocts 
of the contemporary scene, They wore modern enough to advocate state action in socicl and economic fields 
quite beyond the Jeffersonian conception of an agraricn society, They advocated libraries, good roads, 
hospitals, school expension, social legislction and other such material comforts as the common people in 
all progressive societies domand of thoir rulers, 

The copital blunder of the leaders of the Old South was the emphasis they put upon slavery os aon 
explanation of the sectional variations. This accent upon & despised institution brought upon the region 
the charge of blood guilt and led its powerful enemies to compel the tragic exorcism of 1865, The lecders 
of the New South Movement, once the conqueror relented sufficiently to allow white supremacy, did not pure 
sue o policy which brought upon them o second civil war. They did not try to restore the old order, If we 
are to believe William Faulkner, the South has long been doing penance for its great offence against human 
freodom, The truly forgotten men of Southern history cre Thomas R, Dew and the other writers who proclaimed 
the innste inequality of men as the prime justificction of slavery, The Jeffersonian dream of the equality 
of 211 men became a Southern axiom, About this declaration was as much unreality, or even hypocrisy, as 
thore had beon in statemen of the American Revolution such as Jefferson, Patrick Henry, ond Willie Jonos 
talking like Jacobins while oach of them held « numerous band of blacks in durance vile, Lenders of the 
New South tlovement such ss Henry W, Grady, Hoke Smith, and Charles B, Aycock pressed for the disfranchise- 
ment of the blacks and at the some time preached "glittering generelities" about progress and democracy, 
They wore not as forthright as their pro-slavery prodecessors, Novertholess they were not syeepingly ree 


ectionary toward the Negro. They ellowed him schools, complete religious freedom, and freedom to om 
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property cnd to move avay, This was becouse, os Gunnar liyrdal sapiently observes the Southern white man 


has hoorned to adhere so deeply to the Amerioan Creed of democracy thet his consofence does not permit radi. 
e221 reaction ageinst the Negro or the denial to him of hope of more equalities in the future, 

So much emphasis has been placed upon the willingness ond the ability of the South to move out of its 
past thet there has been created a legend of greatest practical importance, It is the belfef that the New 
South was cnd is in a constant state of change which will ultimately result in the annihilation of the ro- 
gional differences in order that the section with the tragic past can embrace, without superstituous 
inhibitions, ell tho benefits of tho national Mfe, "Everywhere the South," said wistfully two of the most 
competent chroniclers of the national annals in ia “gaye way before the onrush of the North « « » e 
It would not be stretching tho point too much to say that before the nineteenth century closed the South 
had become merely an appendage of Now York end the Ohio Valley," This great chonge hes been proclaimed by 
Northern capitalists who have implemented their words by bulldozing much of the Southern landscape out of its 
naturol shape to meke clearings ne new industries, It has been accepted so thoroughly by the spekesmen of 
the South thot a Harvard scholar : 4s able to use thoir utterences as the basis of a book detailing progress 
toward soctional amity, 

Tho logend of the changing South has from time to time boen the basis for optimistic thinkers to assume 
the actucl or imminent solution of the principal problems which make the section distinct. It made it pos- 
sible for Froderick Douglass to assume os early as 1879 that conditions in tho Southern states were so 
steadily improving "that the colored man there will ultimately realize the fullest measure of liberty and 
equality accorded and‘secured in any section of our common suateyn It allowed an eminent student of 
Southern aes assort in 1914 thot the time hed come for the section to "emancipate itself from the 
deadly one-party system" because the question of Negro suffrage had been settled by disfranchising amend- 
ments to state constitutions, The legend reached its ultimete extreme in a book written in 1926 entitled 
The Advancing South and contsining « chepter called "The Ebbing Tide of hae It survives in 1948 in 
the assertion of an Arkansas editor that the increased voting of Negroes in the Democratic primarics mekes 
tho race "a potent, positive factor in the region" and makes "the passing of the one-party system Inevitable," 
"A groot mass of ill-equipped voters," concludes the editor, "are thrusting against tho hard shell of the 
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Southern political system, and it is cracking in many places," 
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These senguine hopes have not been fulfilled, The South has not given the Nogro the liberty and equal. « 
ity accorded hin elsechore; the one-party system and the Negro question have not been climinated from 
Southern politics; tho color linc has not ebbed, Southern culture, as Donald Davidson said in 1938, o “has 
an enormous vitality, even in those attitudes which socdologists call survivals; Its ways of mmor, its 
"stubborn bantering thrects to outsiders,’ ond various ‘defense mechanisms," Numerous cultural footors, to- 
gethergether on "oe certain revivificetion of sectional antagonisns,"' declared the South's lending soclolo~ 
gist in a "has contributed to an apperont solidifying of the regional culture," There have been 
changes, but, as Stark Young wisely observed ‘< 1930, the changing South is still the South, 

The illusory character of the assumption that the South is changing into something that it wes not is 
suggested by an analysis of the bases of this contention, Its advooctes wore cought in the same faise optle 
mism which in the lntc nineteenth century charmed the spokesmen of the whole of European civilization, It 
was the dogma of progress: that man by the application of science and education could escape the trogedios 
of the past; that Western Europe was learning to live in peace and harmony; that the South was learning to 
reach the American ideal of provincial self-sffacement ond interracial democracy. Events since 1914 prove 
that these optimists were not interpreting realistically the signs of the times: The Yestern nations were 
not evolving into the republic of brotherly love; the South was not growing into one of the provinces of a 
democratic paradise, 

Horeover, frou motives not so naive, the keepers of the South's reputation saw material advantages in 
encouraging the belicf that the section's standards of behavior were moving toward the nctional norm, Theree 
by they avoided the risk of o tragic reckoning like the one imposed on Southerners who talked oppositely, 
Thereby they croated c climate of opinion which facilitcted ¢he ingress of Northern capital, This was suce 
cessful diplomach which paid in imported industries which gave salaries to Southern leaders cnd substantial 
wages to Southern workingnen, ‘hen outside investigators discovered avkward facts to sustain the belief 
that theirs was but a Potemkin front, the defonders of the South, instead of trying to justify the harsh 
realitica, minimizod tholr importance and confidently predicted their extinction. ‘When forthright doma- 
gogues aroused resentrent against this truckling to Northern prejudices, the embarrassment of the sectionel 
conciliators was only temporary, The influence of the demagogues waned before the normal conviction of 
Southerners thet it was neither good business nor good manners to parade the sectionol feults, 

It 4s well to warn ageinst taking too seriously the pronouncements of Southern reformers, Frequently 
they oro rare specimens protected by aristocratic family connections or by the dsoletion of academic or 
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editorial sanctums from the mass sentiments around them, Gunnar iirydal scornfully notes that the 
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Southern liberal is afraid of "the deadly blow of being called a ‘nigger lover!" end therefore likes to 

keep the Negro out of sight in czitations designed for the benefit of the race, Liberal pronouncements on 
the national or sectional level of group organizations mre not likely to be implemented on local levels, 
Myrdal contrasts ‘the bold words end actions of tho central office of the Netlonal associction for the Ade 
vancement of Colored People with the timidity of this associntion's chapters in Southern towns, ae He 

also notes thet white ministers are not likely to burden their congregations with the liberal exhortetions 

on the race question which they are supposed to bring back from the general assemblies of their ie ieee 
When such exhortations cre brought home thoy are not likely to be heard, In 1837 an English clergyman living 
in Georgia complained to Harrict viartineau of the failure of his well disposed congregation to react in any 
manner to his sermons, This complaint may be repeated 112 years later, Observant persons now are aware of 
the indifference of millions of readers to the liberal editorials of their favorite newspapers. They realize 
the indifference of the thousands who each Sabbeth attend the Bible clesses to the Liberel or even radienl 
study materials which n-tioncl church organizstions put into their hands, As Richard M, Weaver observes, (=) 
uty tha sphere of religion tho Southerner has elways been hostile to the spirit of inquiry, He felt that re- 
ligion which is intollectual is no religion, His was a naturel ploty, expressing itself in uncritiocl belisf 
end in the experience of conversion," 

The specker who claims that the history of North-South relations since 1865 has been o record of steady 
decline in the intersectional asperities is one of three persons; an orator who sentimentelly blinds himself 
to the facts; a diplomat who suppresses the facts for @ purpose; on historian who ignores half tho facts in 
order to fit the other helf into o preconceived conception of progress, The full facts of Southorn history 
since the Civil War revenl ¢ sories of ups and downs in an everlasting battle between the forces meking for 
sectional reconciliation and those mceking for section estrangoment. 

The "Let-us-have=pence" sentiments of the murrender ot Appomattox were followed by tho bitterness of 
Reconstruction, Indeed the bitterness created by this attempt to give the Negroes some of the aspects of the 
Aneri¢on drecm of equality was more intense and more lasting than that creeted by the carnege of civil war. 
The goodwill created by the surrender of the North on the Negro question in 1877 ond by the election of a 
Democratic President in 1884 was matched by the ill will cre-ted by the Lodge Force Bill of 1890 and by the 
diefranchising amendments to the Southern state constitutions, The intersectional end intorrociol friendship 
which Booker T, ifashington created was dimmed by Theodore Roosevelt's and a whole generation of muckreker!s 
affronts to the Southern standards of caste, 


The sense of national pride engendered in Southern hearts by the eloction of Woodrow Wilson and the 


victorics of tho First World War were followed by on attack on the South which is characterized as "more 
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cbusive ond unrelenting than cnything the Southern states have experionced since the last Federal soldier 
wes withdrawm from their soil," (29) There were the Ku-Siux expoeunss, the ridicule of Southern political 
and religicus ettitudos, and the uncovering of alleged abuses of justice, Tho good will engendered betweon 
Fronklin D, Roosevelt and thc South wes followed by legislation which effronted the conservative traditions 
of the region, The willingness of the South to becr its share of the armed ervsade to impose the American 
idcecl of equelity upon Japan and Germany wes followed by the demond that the South apply this ideal to the 
Negro, Thorcdy was crested an ataosphsr3 of nlerm ond suspicion over Northern intentions, 

In 1920 & group of twelve writers know as the Southern Agrarians zublished a manifesto justifying the 
doterminntion of the South to retain its identity in keeping with its conservative traditions, Granting tmt 
the pest wos not recovernbio in its old form, the tielva disavowed the progressive outlook as unfit for 
Southern needs end as a betreyal of 2 worthy ond songenial heritage, The true South they characterized ag 
rural, conservative, stable, and religious. Inherited prejudices ageinst Northemers and against Negro 
equality wore warmly advocated and tho modern school and religion turned into soslology were denounced, They 
believed that the South should revive its agrarian tradition end repudiate the industric] invasion as unsound 
economically and as doceptive in its humanitarian motivation. As thoy learned frem Sincleir Lewis and others 
of the standartisetion which machinery forced upon regions adopting it, they were thankful that this develop- 
ment had boon retarded in the South, They shared the disillusion of thoughtful people throughout tha world 
following the First World Wor, ond sew no reason why the South should fevor ao spirit of liberalism ond 
progress which had faiicd to solve the problems of other regions, 

The Southern agrarians belicve that « conservative South wes nearer the reality than the progressive 
South praised by the liberals. They undorstend thet notional standerdizetion hes not annihilated the funda- 
mente] difference of their beloved section, Thoy know that even though the modern Southerner joins the 
Westerner and Northerner in adopting & coumon type of automobile, house and clothes, ho has not necessarily 
surrendered his distinctions of thought and emotions; that recding the same book and attending the same 
school does not necessari?y elimineto provinciel thinking, “sey understand that the conversions cf mony 
educeted Southerners to tho losic of liberalism does not mean th-t they are willing to put cside inherited 
habits and live according to the now logic, They know, fer exemple, that few of the many who talk egainst 
race prejudice cre willing to suffer tha inconvenience of violeting oustomary recial barriers; thet few 
who believe thet the cause ef liberalism can bd promoted by having tivo political parties cre willing to 
dneur the displeasure of thoir conservative neighbors by joining a political party othor than the Democratic, 

Evamination of many of the phases of the institutionel life of the New South reveals o constantly 
recurring condition; despite tho changes which tho catastrophe of 1865 made inovitable, the distinctive 
culture of the section was never destroyed, In politics-~to cite the most obvious example--the South re~ 


sponded to the susgzstion thet the Negro be givon tho equalities mentioned in the Declaration of Independence 
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by reducing tho race to political impotence, This, with the acquiescence of the United State Supreme Court, 
was ccoomplished by the rovision of state constitutions in the 1690's ond 1900?s, “the opening since 1937 
of the Denocratic primarics to Negroes by the Federal courts effocted a sbimge more technical then actucl, 
While there has been considorcble ineresse in colored voters, the now voters merely won tho privilege of 
ratifying proceduros already détomined by white majorities, An unchallenged caste system prevented the 
Negro from becoming a candidate for office or from advocating policies contrary to the will of the whites. 
The sum total of his political gains to date is one membor of the Kentucky legislature and one member of the 
Richmond city council, 

A lasting broek in tho politic: unity of the white race would give vitel signific-nce to the votes 
of tho Negores, Thercby would £t be possible for the ninority race to hold the balones of pier betvoen 
white factions, ‘Such 2 break consequently 1s the fond hope of the fricnds of Negro adveneo, It has not 
come, It was throatened in 1928 when five statcs of the so-called Solid South voted cgcinst 2 Democratic 
eendidate for President who violated some of the cherished principlos of tho section, When two and four 
yoors Icter tho name of this candidate was removed from tho ballot, the Southern states votod unanimously 
for Democratic candidates and repudiated the lenders of the 1928 bolt, Again in 1948 wos there a threat to 
political unity when the Southern people uncnimously disapproved the desire of the Democratic presidential 
cendidate 45 extend certain civil rights to the Negroes. The Southern people left to the leaders of the 
state machines the determinction of the method to meet this emorgency, Ino najotity of states these leadors 
docroed thet Southern interests could best be served by supporting the nominee of the traditional party; the 
voters fell in line,’ In four states tho leaders of the state machines felt thot Southern interssts could 
bost be served by aupporting an independent candidate; the voters fell in linc, In no state was white scli- 
darity brokon sufficiutrs:y to mcke the Negro vote important. 

Although concessions were made to the liberal spirit in regard to the Nogro, the South romained adoment 
in tho mattcr of groatest importance. The bonds of caste, by which the Negro was kept subordin:te ond under- 
privileged, were woakenod in few respects, In the niddle of the twentieth century it wos 2tili posabbie fer 
the domegogue to win political preformont by compaigning against Negro rights; for whites to take jobs awy 
from blacks when members of the superior caste were cble ond wiliing to perform the some tasks; for business 
opportunities to be monopolies of the whites; end for Negroes for cll practical purposes to be excluded from 
the professions of politics, low ond enginoering, The average white still hes three tones to his voice: a 
normal tone for whites, < "mammy voice" for Negroes with whom he is friendly, ond a haughty tono for stronge 
Negroes, The progress of the blacks in health and educotion was ccused by the intervontion of bonevolent 
whites, not through tho efforts of the blacks themselves, The only equality the black possesses is the right 
to nigr-te, to move from job to job, from country to town, from South to North. 

In tho years since the Civil Wor there was 2 steady decline in what the ontibellum traveler Frederick 


Law Olmsted called "the close cohabitation and association of black ond white." Immedictely after the vor 
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the tvo races ropnreted in churches, cnd for too culture] give and take of the plentcetions was substituted 
@ duel school system which sealed the children of one race from the other, Graduclly it beerme impossiblé 
for c white person to teach in 2 Negro school without losing caste, No longer did the tyo races have what 
William Foulkner cells "the some parties; the identiccl music from identical instruments, crude fiddles and 
guitars, now in the big house with ecndles and silk dresses and champogne, now in tho dirt-floored cabins 
with snoking sie knots and calico and water stesioned with molasses," a The whites have been able to 
implement tholr crowing aversion for intimate contact with the bleeks througn tho use of Icbor-seving devices 
and thrungh the spread of progressive notions concerning the dignity of labor, Despite Supreme Court Deci- 
ions, innut-ble social custom mokes for inoreased residontéal segregation, especially in tho newer scetions 
of the cities, In meny pleces the blacks live so fcr awey from white settlements that the whites find the 
hiring of them as servonts improocticc:l. In fewer numbers ase the blacks sitting in the balconics of white 
theaters or patronizing white physicians and dentists, It is now almost possible for 2 middle olass person 
to live many yecrs in a Southern city without contacts with blacks, 

One of the most persistent legends of the South is that tho Negro is ine constent state of revolt 
egoinst the sociel patterns of the section, Despite a vast literature to the contrary, the facts of history 
rofute this assumption, As 2 slave the black man did not attenpt general insurrection and did not run away 
often, "The slaves," scys a historian of the Confederacy, ” "supported the war unanimously (clbeit some- 
what involunterily),"' It is now proved that outside compulsions rather than inner embitions prompted the 
political snmabordinneione of Reconstruction. Their artificicl] chnracter is proved by the foot they were 
not eccomponied by insubordinations in socdal relations and by the fect that they disappeared as soon as 
tho outside compulsions wero removed, Indicative of the willingness of the rank and file of the blacks to 
accept the status quo are the words of « conservative demngogue who knew the Nozro well. If the election of 
governor of South Caroline, declared Colo L. Bloase in 1913, a were left "entirely to the Nogro vote, I 
would receive without trouble 75 to 90 per cent." In oonmnunitios in Virginic, North Carolina, and Tennessee 
where the blacks hcve mdo wide use of the suffrage there has been no cssoult on white supremacy, This fact 
is one of the main crgunonts advanced by Southern liberals in favor of giving them the suffrage. Of lote, 
the prospective Noro voters have abandoned tho compcretively independent Republican party in order to join o 
party somplotely dominatod by thoir white nsighbors, They vote, not for Henry Walloce and others who prectice 
rooe equality, but for those who at best render only lip service to this principle, 

Thet the Nogroes cre not in revolt against the white pettern of civilizction is best illustrated by 
their conduct in a field of cction in which they possess perfect frecdom. This 1s religion. They volun- 


tcrlly cpo the whites in this field, hey Join the whites in maintaining the orthodoxles and in creating 
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a black counterpart to almost every one of the white denominations, If the massca of the whites are Baptists 
or promillennialists, so cro the masses of tho blacks; if the uppsr-cless whites are Episcopaliens or Pras- 
byterions, so are the upper-class blacks. If denominctions like Cctholicism, Unitaricnisi end Congreg.- 
tionalism meke Little heedwoy cmong the whites, the seme is true of the blacks, If skepticism and atheisn 
meke little cprecl to Southorn whites, the seme is true of the Southern blacks, among them there 43 no 
relapse into sapien, African or otherwise, The lessons teught from the Bible by the slovemesters are 
still the Negro foith, 

The untremmoled rolizious froedom of the country likewise gives the dominant whites convincing oppor. 
tunity to roveal thoir distinct Southcrnism, In 1949, as in 1859, the South is tho aren of Christendom 
most stoadfcst in tho historic fcith, ‘hile rituals ond imagery cro modificd to suit modern customs, 
doctrinal affirmations remain the scme as those of soventeenth century ancestors, There ere no open un~ 
belicvers omong the niddle end upper classes; the unchurched emong the lower classes become boldevers when 
they nove to tom or go to school, Roligion is tho one subject of discussion in public getherings of ao 
non-utilitaricn character; sccular forums aro clnost unknom, ‘There 4s en unofficial union of church ond 
stctes; politicicns must bo professed Christions; political gcthorings ere opened with prayer, and public 
schools cre unconsciously permeated witi religious teachings despite constitutional prohibitions, The leck 
of religious fervor of the upper classes finds conpensation in tho rising of tho miltitudes to tho lovel of 
historic Methadist and Baptist foiths and of the now premellinicl confessions, In the South thore is no 
confusion of tongues; sectericn differences are based on race, oloss, or ecclesiastical politics; there 
is ao mognificent unity of doctrine, : 

Southerners cherish to the highest degree tho grest educational superstition; that the siege is the 
panccec, for all the ills of society, If the unsuspecting stranger studies tho plens of the soction's 
schools, ho may imagine thet their purpose is not only to meke Southern youths into Northcrners but oven 
te wake them into communists of the vcristy Plato describes in The Republic. Toxtbooks vrittcn in the 
North give cn anti-Southern bias to instruction in history, literature end speech, and the school seemingly 
ig attempting to usurp mony of the functions of child nurture treditionally belonging to the home, 

But emong Southernors thore is the education that does not aducato, This result in part f2 caused by 
the tomporamcnt of a people inclined to be lazy ond unintelleetual and even philistian, It is also coused 
by tho survival of overwhelming traditions, Northorn bics in tuxtbooks is offsct by loss formal cnd per. 
haps more effective indoctrination in locnl idenls which survive the regimontation of tho schools, ‘The 
many Northern profossors who tench in Southern colleges feel obligated not always reluctantly, to cequire 
the rogional bics, Tho home, not the school, determincs the cultural outlook of Southerners, It is 
romarkable how seldom the problems raised in the classroom are discussod in the merkctploce or around the 
dinner tables hay porfoct is the freodom of spocch enjoyed by the tenohor because few bother to repeat 


what tho teacher hes told; and how unused 1s the public to listen to tho collective opinion of tonchers 
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or students; ond how even lessons in a subject so "scicntific" as cooking hays diffieclty in changing tho 
home diets, How little the collego or university affects its surrovadings is revealed by the fact thot 
the velintary reading habits of this community are exactly the Same as dhose ‘of she non-cendemie community. 
Proof of this comes fram the comparison of the magazines sold in corncr drug stores, The professor of 
social relations docs not try to project his theory of social detcruinism cnd of race equality into his 
everyday contects, 

The Scuth necepts Horthorn dictation in literary motiers more complately then in other fields, aA book, 
evon one cbous the South and by a Southerner, wins little cttention from Southerners unless publishod in 
New York, In order to win the approvei of New York, the Southern author often feels obligated to use a 
critical realism or romantic irony which invelves a repudiation cf the Southern past, Unny anong ediisated 
Southemers commit a major crime ogeinst intelligence; instecd of lctting their opinions of state or section 
grow out of their own observations, thoy accept the opinions of New Yor« journalists as paraphrased for then 
by their local newspapers, Southern newspapers are not inclined to look or to think for themselves, 

Thore 1s danger, however, of overemphrsizing litcrary materials in measuring the outlook of c people, 
ospocislly of « people as non-literary cs thoso of the South, The great mess of Southern readers ignores 
tho realistic writings, nourishing itsclf on the solf-flottery of the romances of tho pest. Neny among the 
minority who read the new realism do not connect 2t with life, regarding 1% cs a vacarious esenpe into a 
sontinental world which they do not cetually wish to enter, Uoreover, the new school of Southern writers 

belongs to the South to a grentor degree thon oarlior critics realized, This has expression in tho scnsa~ 
tional success of Norgoret Litchell's Gone with the ‘ind, an obvious glorification of the Southern tradition. 
It is now reclized thet behind the stinking vulgarity of Erskine Caldwell lies e lusty and even humorous 
appreciation of the poor whites that behind the scomingly unreasoning violence of ‘Willian Foulknor lies c 
legend of the South as patriotic as it is pessimistic; that Jomes Bronch Cabell despite his self-protective 
4rrevorence is able to move among medievel legends with a sense of continuity with aristocratic Virginia; 
and thot Ellon Gl-sgow despite hor bleck lendscapes snd progressive hopes hes compassion for her unpro=- 
gressive Virginians, Disscminated through the socici comments of Southern men of letters is c modesty which 
makes possible a freedom from that note of political rectitude ond cbhsolutist contempt for the individual 
which is interont ie those for whom things and individuals are just so much cnérgy to be hernessed for 
virtusus seseetet 

Forces work eee the apparent progress from rural stagnetion to urbanization. People who move 
from country to city and from farm to factory do not surrender thoir rural] ideals, In the South the country 
conquers tho eity as effectively as olscvhere tho city conquers the country, The larger Southern citics 
grow, tho less de they become celtics in a culture) sense; unlike the cities of Eurépe ond the North, they 
do not devclop such urbon its cs the thoater, the drema cnd music; nor do they heve good cooking in 


public places, Tats is because o Jarger ond larger proportion of their inhobitents possesses rural becke 
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grounds end is mturelly most interested in country plensures, The weelthy of the new Southern cities spend 
their surpluses on farms, country estates, horses, hogs, hunting, and city houses in country style, 

The march toward Amcrica's ideal of democracy 14s steyed that the splendid legend of the Old South may 
be preserved, "Perpotually suspended in the great haze of memory, riiace as it were, poised, somewhere 
botweon earth ond sky, colosscl, shining, and incomparably lovely." Tho attitude of the old agrarian 
aristocracy eaiinded to be a living part of the Southern tradition, not only for the thirty-five ycers 
after 1865 but also for the ‘twentieth century. Everyone who claimed to be e planter ws metamorphased into 
o. Marsa Chen or e Squire Effingham, "Tho Southerner feels," gritos William Ven Conner in in sie 
entebellum vorld . . « possessed values end avey-of-life in which the needs of the whole human being could 
be more readily satisfied than they could bo in our industrialized society." 

Ancestor-hunting become an important activity, "Evon today from Virginia to Texes," scid Willian As 
Porcy in ai "ton thousend crepusculer old maids and widows in ghostly covayes and clusters are solving 
such insoluble problems," liony porsons tic thenselves to beronicl planters ond some--4f we cocept the words 
of Sterk Young and Jomes Bronch Cabell--trace descent from the Lost Tribes of Isreel, Such on attitude 
tends to create an atrophying pessinism, an inconpleto ond frustrated region, as Willian Faulkner puts it, 
& region vainly trying to recover its ow identity, vainly trying to relieve its legendary past, This at~- 
titude also possesses dynamic ond constructive social functions, A consélousness of illustrious forcbears 
gives satisfactions like those of religion to old people without material assets. It gives justificction 
to the embitions or attainments of self-made men, frocing thom of inferiority complexes and getting then 
into the best society, It gives riso to tho cult of ontique furniture, the reproduction of which is the 
most eppreeiated thing of beauty the tventicth contury South produces, 

Tho chenging South of the legend works both ways. Chenges in the direction of n-tional umifomity are 
accompanied by changes in the opposite direction. Importance among these is the disappearance of the focr 
of the hot clinate inherited from North Buropoan encestors, This is because of the invention of artificial 
ioe, rofrigeretion ami cir-conditioning, and becouse of the climination of such elinatic evils cs yellow 
fover, malaria, and hook vorm, Tho Victorian habiliments of the ancestors have been discarded in favor of 
loosor and lighter gernents, The Viotorion reticence of the maiden has been replaced by a nakedness almost 
es complete ond almost as Incking in solf-consclousness as that of ao pogan godddss, Tho South has leerned 


to worship its hot sun as a bencficent god; this is « substitute for ao previous foar of the sun cs o cruel 
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tyrent, Its curative propertics, in tho opinion of Rupert B, Vance, is protection for rural Southernors 
agoinst lack cf sanitery prcsautions., No longer do Southerners cherish the superstition that white men can- 
not work under its direct rays, 5un baths are indulged in for two reasons: because of health and because of 
an esthetic revolutien which holds that a brown skin is more beamtiful then a fair one, The acme of Southern 
comliness if blue cycs, white teeth, blond hair and bronze skins. 

Wiany of the regiensl characterissics horauzith Heted are survivals out of a dark pest cnd are persistent~ 
ly condonned by owtsiders, If thoy sre defended by Southerners, it is with fundementel qualific-tions. The 
New South has no intention of declaring "a positive good" those aspects of its nchision which cffront the 
conscience of the netdonel mofority, The contemporary Seuth, however, finds 1t not only possible but stm- 
tegically wise to dofond as "positively gocd" certain of its poczliay tendencies ond ombitions, These are 
tendencios ond embitions which, unlike the pro-slayery argument of the O1d South, do not run countor to the 
liberal sentiments of the outside world, Tho South, long accusod of tyranny against others, ecn, with o 
show of rec.son, accuse others of tyranny agcinst it. 

"Positively good't is the denand that the section be climied to adjust its menner of artistic expression 
to its olimeta end to the tomperament of 1t¢3 people. Beccuse of tho tyranny of bocks and magazines inportod 
from strenge clinctes, Southerners ore led to construct artifioial Ickes, troeless icims, and low-roofed 
houses without porches or blinds, These Ickes are often nesquito-infested and slimy or muddy, the Imms of- 
ten oare end unkomp$, ond the houses often uncomfortably hot for six months in the year, Southern suburbs 
possess tho chaotic appearance of a parzde of circus cages, The newer public monuments sometines stress 
the mide, the sensational end the realistic. Comfort demands c return to the tangled gerdens, to the shade- 
giving trees, to the high-roofed halls and porches of tho ante-bellun hones, and to monunents in which the 
Christian reticence and the sicnstesd idenls of the region are respected, Southernors have cs much right 
to their peculiar tastes as have other peoples, 

One of the prices of progressive Industriallzation of the South is incrocsing servitude to Northern 
capital, New York has srowm into the nost aztocratic city state of modern times, with tho Southern pro} 
vince of the United States as its most inportant colony, The grect fincneiel houses of thet end kindrod 
elties control most of the region's strategic industries, having sent out a second and o third generation 
of carpetbaggers to found factorics or to purchase those clready oxisting. Ths South's conl fields ond 
irea reserves aro held by the nation's financial titcns--the Morgans, the Mellons, and Fords, cnd the 
Rockefellers, All sixtoen corperations controlling the section's o11 wolls are non-local in owmership, 
with the Mexgans, Weljons, Fords and Rockefellers sgain in the top pleecs, "All the major railroad systens," 


elsowhore, . « « Mest of the great olectric holding companies that furnish the light, heat snd power for 
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Southern hones cnd industrics, cre directed, manngod and ovned by outsiders, Likewiso, the transportetion 
ond distribution of natural gas, one of the South's greatest asscts is clmast completely in tho hands of 
remote finencial institutions." The existonee of Northern patent monopolies and the absence of machine 
nanufacturing paid ts outside direction even in. diaettins Jecally omed, Usnufecturing is m.inly sone 
finad to the elementary processes; the South fobricates its om ecst-iron pipes, steel rails, bridges and 
odds, but not its hardvare, Locomotives end eutcmobiles, The Sowth does not produce redios, clocks, surgi- 
ool instruments, dynenos, clothes, drugs, end many other finished products requiring the highest skill to 
produce ond bringing 4n the bighest profizs, 

Rotoil profits cre siphoned out of the section in ever-growing proportions by Northern-owned chain 
stores, Only « few of the "specialty" articles made excessively profiteble through nation.l edvertising : 
ere controlled by Southemers. The Southern business man is a more factor or agont for Northern prinoipals, 
who control both production cnd distribution, His function is to soll the gcsoline, outonobiles, mechanical 
refrigerators, alcoholic beverages, clothing, insurance pelicdos, foodstuffs, cnd a hundred other articles 
endeared te the Southern public through advertising, Some of theso articles arc as worthless as the wooden 
nutzags tho Yankeo peddler is soid to heve inposed upon the public in ente-~bellun days, Tho tseion of those 
purchcses on o reletively poor poople is devastating, In 1937 on seeceiee” eee thet the South was 
poying out o billion dollers cnmiclly in oxoess of its income, It balenced its credit by solling property 
to investors fron other sections of the coumtry, by borrowing, by going bankrupt, end by destroying lends 

‘ ond forests to socure immodiate incomes, 

aApperently there is no effective ronedy for this situction. The Federal govecnnont, ‘through its poli- 
cles of protective tariffs, constitutional inmunities to corporation, reilroad rate discriminations, and 
k.tent monopolies, customarily favors the old nenufacturing conters of the country. Tho possibility of tho 
South revolting against its debtor stotus, in the nannor of the Revolutionary planters ageinst their Bri- 
tish creditors, is ruled out by the outcome of the Civil Vor. Legisletive renedies are also elininated 
through tho decisions of the Supreme Court against confiscatory acts by states, Thot Southern lecdors cre 
able to reconcile the sons and grandsons of those who follotvod Robert E. Lee and Villian Jennings Bryon to 

“the econoriie donination of the North eaited en enincnt historian to cry out bitterly in 1942, "Te ere 
confrontod," said Benjonin B, Kendrick, “wgith & peradox more emazing and ironical then eny ever conjured 
by the inoginstion of Gilbert ond Sullivan. Tho people of the South, who 211 their livos heve sufferod 

_ deprivations, want and hunilintion from outside finaneiol inpdérielisn, followed with hardly e murmur of 
protest leaders who, if indirectly, were nonotheless egonts cond attornoys of the impericlists,"' 
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However, there were protests which excited the moral sympcthies of those Mberals the world over who 
condemn colonial exploitetion, Willien Foulkner croats in his hideous character Popeye a compendium of 
the rope end corruption which alien finance capital visits upon this novelist's section, Aendemicians 
like falter P. Webb of Texes end Howard W, Odum of North Carolina furnished the facts concerning the South's 
plight ané President Franklin D, Roosevelt's Notion Emergency Council ond Governer Ellis G, Arnall of 
Georgia have brogdsast these facts. 

Some economists regard the Roosevelt policy of heavy expenditures by the Federal government & means 
of lessening the annual excess of oxpenditures over reecipts which on uncontrolled system of capitelistic 
enterprise imposes upon the South. It is believed that the lcvying of hugh Fodercl income taxes according 
to cbility to poy, and the expenditure of these revenues according to the degreo of human need, mecn a ; 
shift of resources from the wealthier North to the pooror South, Tho expenditures of the period of the 
Second orld ‘ior ond its aftermeth create en unperalied prosperity which hes resulted in a grenter propore 
tional increase in Southern incomes and has cllowed Southerners to retire 2 considercble portion of their 
debts, Southorn ports like Hampton Roads ond New Orleans impinge upon the commercial monopoly of New York 
City, The partial victory of Arnall cnd other Southern govornors cgeinst freight rete discriminstions may 
presage a reversal of = long-established Federal policy of favoritism to patrons of Northern carriers. 

Tho Tennessee Valley developnont is a magnificent gesture by tho Federal government toward redressing the 
grievences of the South aminst the rapasity of endnll Willkle and other finenclers who cap*ured the sec- 
tion's electric power, Tho success of this oxperincnt mey lend to its duplicction in other areas cs & means 
of podressing the balance against tho Southern and other regional economies, 

Under tho direction of Southern entroponeurs ono great Southern industry hes annexod the whole United 
States as a province, This is tobacco undor the direction of the Dukes and the Roynolds, Other comparable 
successes are coca-cole ond patent medicines, Tho South's most mature industry, cotton textiles, has 
loarnod to make fabrics of tho finest quality, and under such trade ncmes cs Connon, Den River and Avondale 
is capturing somo of the most profitable markets of tho country. This may be followed by triumphs in other 
fiolds; for Southern lcbor is growing moro skilled and Southern bisiness more cunning. Phe workingnan is 
astir with the obvious intontion of oxeting the highest possible wages out of employers, be they local or 
Northern, The Southern former is giving up his traditional conservatism to form trade agrecmonts and crop 
roduction compacts to exact the highost pescee from Northern consumers, 

Perhaps the greatest throat to the integrity of the regional life is thet the South will succumb to 
bribes offered by the wealthier section of the United States, Thero is precedent for such behavior. Ro-~ 
bert EB, Lee's refusal to accept a sinccure from a Northorn business concern did not provent other ex~-Con- 
fedorate gonerals from doing so. The Reconstruction period was scarcely over bafore mony were on the paoy- , 
roll of the former enemy country as members of Congress, In tho 1880's the ox-Confederate generals and 
other leaders of Southern opinion took action which had the ecrmarks of senlevagism. Northorn business men 


invaded every Southern state offering the gospel of prosperity. They invited the local leaders to what one 
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historion picturesquoly calls the Great Barbesve, ' These leaders, with few exceptions, cecepted pleces at 
the table in order to participate in the prefits of the ney business, Thay become tho agents or hired 
attorneys of the invaling eopltelisss, The Creat Barbecue continues to the present, with the todle growing 
longer end Jonger to ucke room for a greater variety of Southern Jeaders, Tye hoerételity grows so gencrous 
that o recent Georgia writer believes tict beth sides in the struggle for the contre) of state affoirs row 
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coive financial support Pron the conitelists, 

Southern soctai scicntists and educetors reces7e subsidies from the great capitalistic philenthroples 
of the North for the purpose of carrying om rescarches which, ct least by implication, discredit the tredi- 
tional raco end socinl disifzctione.. of the South, Inherited concepts of states* rights aro set aside in 
order that southe:a aa CTS business men, Sarners cai commonara Bry share 4n the ever-increasing Federal 
pounties, Dorakd Lavidson thinks that under tho rcforming zeal of Poderal social plenners tae Tonnossee 
Valloy may hecoms a sogien of forests, pastures, cnd Ickes in-ihtch tho ones busy grawer of tebasca or cotton 
will be "a tinped purveyor and professionel friend to tippling fishernecn," 

Thet the South is willing to eacrifica moral ond even re3igious principles for the proverbial mess of 
pottage is illustrated by the repeal cf Prohibition, A fivo-decade bottle ageinst Demon Rum culminated in 
every Southern state giving its consert to the Eighteenth amendment. Some who felt that thoy know tho 
region well believed thet Peohibitien had become the Eicventh Commandant, o flxed principle of morality 
and roligton, o fruition of the Southern conbination of puritanism and reticence, The unexpected heppened, 
ALL the Southern states except Mississippt repealed Prohibition, A Now York dominsted national adninistrae 
tion ventod the revival ef the Liquor industry cs a means of escaping the Greet Depression of 1929. At 
its boheet, che Baptist and life-long Prohikitionist who was sovernor of Virginta changed his views over~ 
nigizt, Revanue-hungry Southern politicions sow in 2 revived liquor traffic a rich source of income. The 
Souzh Coroline legislature, half repentcnt over its violetion of « righteous heritage, reenceted Prohibition 
on conditicn that substitute revemies be found for the inevitable losses, No substitute was found and South 
Carolina comiimued wet. 

At present the Sowth 1s confronted with the greatest temptation of its history. It is offered a 
special favor 4f it will moke a special concossion, Tre special favor is a larger proportion of the Federal 
aids to odusetion proposed by the Trunan administration. The specinl concession is that the South admit 
both races to the samo school, Since Reconstruction the region has mointained separate schools for the tivo 
races, Recently under tuc influence of its liberal thinkers it hes accopted the principle that the Negro 


schools st.ould bo as welt gapperted fincncially as those of tho whites, Outsiders reject this compromise, 


assortiny that the schools should be used to tron out the zreatest American socicl distinction, nemely, 
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that between Southorn white and Southcrn Negro, The Trumen Civil Rishts Comaission asserts that so erzat 
1s the blizht of the senarction of the Negro from the white caste that equality coming from caunl financial 
support of separate school systus 1s illusory, It is hinted thot federal appropriations be allocated only 
to those echos? systens vhish mix the races, 

If the Towian administration carries owt this threat to the ol-racial school, tho South nay swallow 
the balt, It adheres urceitically to the quantitative theory of school improvements, that the bigger the 
epproprintions end the lerger tho enrollments the better the echools, It smarts undor the lumiliction of 
being constantly reminded that it does not spend as much on its schools es other sections of the United 
States, If it consents to having the tyvo reces together in the some classrooms » the resentment created 
thereby will be cemparcble to that indused by the rorsed equalities of the Reconstruction period. Such o 
reaction would be neturel becouse the refora if carried out in good faith vould meen oe froe ningling of the 
sexes of the two races, Thereby would resuit the problea of interracial marriage, an inevitable outcome in 
a country where young people choose their mates with a ninimm of perental interference, 

& pertinent question at this point is: Does the country wish to suppiement the democracy of mixed 
schools by tho democracy of miscegenation? The South feels that were it to accapt the latter reform the 
misetto South thereby created would be Jimcrowed by other Americsns in very ouch the same manner es it 
todcy jimcrows tho Negro, 

"I wish," said o Georgia professor recently, "that Liss Lillie would come back to lffe end drive the 
rescais out with her broomstick," Tho Georgian was roferring to liildred D. Rutherford, 2 publicist who 
defended the South by sharp attacks on Northernors, and to the imported critics of Southern ways in Southern 
universitios who have orsated an inferiority complex among Southern youths, These critics make comparisons 
botweon the region's creature oconforts and those of the rest of the nation; the comparative scarcity of 
house paint, plumbing, hospital beds, individual wealth, talenced diets, neat lawns end boms, magazine and 
newspaper readers, nuw cutonebiles, and the thousand ond one conveniences and tricks which distinguish 
Northern life, They havo established the legend of a gully-vashed lend inhebited by a lazy and contented 
people, 

The Souta hes teken to heart these criticisus ond derived much benofit fron thea, It does not want 
to experience agcin the privations of the 1&40fs whon wor cut communicstions with the more progressive sec- 
tion of the United States, At the same tine thero should bo a measuring of Northern criticisms, Perhaps 
whet is scid todey may be a more repetition of British trevelers condemnation, a hundred years ago, of 
Kentucky for being shabbfor and pooror than very neat end very rich Ohio, Such criticism was as unintel~ 

ligent a8 condemning you or mo as a wastrel because neither of us is as rich as the richest man in town, Be- 
ecuse the South today is not cs rich as the rest of the richest country on ecrth docs not prove thet the 
region below the Potomac is poor cnd unprogressive, The region is fobulously rich compared with the 


neighboring countries of Centrol cnd South america, richer indeed than any Jergo area of the world outsido 
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tho United States. 

it is time to be pillosophicnl about Southera backwardness, History and geography explain in pert 
the relative lack of material progress, An additional expienaticn is that the people of the section, in 
the nime of woridty ease orChristian ideals, prefer contentment to chasing after material values which do 
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net lecd to paradise. "In taking on vork," says a desearning student of the sectional differences, 
“the new South has not forgotten everything eles." The Southerner's conception of common sense is not 
gratified by epending all his idle moments or cll his years of retivement in keeping his house and garden 
perfectly neat, aS many Northerners do; his sense of values calls for recreations, even dissipations, at 

the expense of physical perfections. The seif-respecting Southerner, unlike the self-respecting Northerner, 
is net absorbed by the need of saving for old age. Sf worse cone to worse the Sewtherncr can achieve sociol 
security as the expense c? usually willing relatives, 

Recert history is characterized by renewed chalicnges to the princip}e of minoriiy self—determination. 
Northsra political parties, vying for the support of Kegro nigronts, again are demanding tho blotting cut 
of many of the South's race distinctions, The South is cble to strike back, not only with a show of justice, 
but with a geod chense of being able to maintain its traditional position, It foels that it has the Consti- 
tution on its side tn aatters of intincte concern, it believes th.t Amewica is not ready to become a 
consoiicated denocravy at the expenses of tho concept of tne fedcral remiblic, It believes it possesses the 
right to deal with the tlncks within the linits of the national conscLonce. ‘Mhot it does may violate widely 
held concepts of demecracy; but so does the preveiling capitelistle systen of Azerjca with its ill-gotten 
gains ond its uncqual distrituiton of wealth. 

The pressures re Tevor of nations} standardization have been great and the surrenders nunerovs, One 
critic finds tho South "a sheer love of the up-to-date,” a conscious going "sfter a streaalined industrial- 
dec thon that 1s elsavhere not so expressly planned," and "a triumphont ‘progressive! edueation which pro- 
gresses evon faster mi) the North ond whica has been rushing school systems off into o life of sin os 
fest as they aro som.” 7 Keverthelcss the South is proud of the fact thet for sixty yoors it has been 
able to couple an unsuspected leyc.ity to the nation vith customs and folkway3s which very most from the 
national monotony. It retcins its own manners, its cwn speech, its owm temperament, ond those thousand and 
one sistle pocaliavitics through which the uniformity of the section with the n-tion turns cut to be more 


amyth thon a renity. The Soutiern people, says Professor Norman Foerster after ten years! cbsence from 
otibe 
. Cry ; 


North Carolina, "impress ono at once with thoir different voices, different accent, their sense of 
manners, the courtesy that appears in cll classes, their orgenic foiksiness (as if of one fomily), thoir 


owaronsss of tae past a6 a force both heapering end helping." 
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Tho typical Southerner is too unconscious of his provincial peculierities to fecl that they noed 
“dofending, Tnerc are others who know enough cbout the assaults from <he outside to stcikc back, They 
fect thet the inWiabitents of the roglon understand its prepleris netter thea sociological and pecagogteal 
engincers from the North, that thoy have as much right to mejntain their social distinctions as other 
soetions of 2 elass and hierarchy-ridden worid, Tney belicve that the preservation of Riya tarenion Aa 
As 
they unerstand Lt hinges oa the prevention of the contemination of race thet Richard H, Weaver ee 


says is poison to « well disciplined social order, 


er et TT 


(45) Idezs Hove Consequences (Chicngo, 1948) 


—3e 


